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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

by another who has fulfNIec I7h ^« of paSSptn f %T 'Z 2^ app,ication 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant fo! pS ( ] ' ^ W * SeCt '° n 371 (c) ° f this 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1 999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
1 • Claims 1-5, 7, 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Nakano. 

Regarding claim 1 and 1 3, Nakano shows stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine comprising: a divided-coil type stator (Fig. 7) including a plurality of 
divided stator cores (21) and a plurality of stator coils (15 in Fig. 2) wound around the 
stator cores, respectively; 

a first rotor (37 in Fig. 2) disposed inside the divided-coil type stator; 
a second rotor (38) disposed outside the divided-coil type stator; 
a first stator support member or means supporting one side of the divided-coil 
type stator (46 in Fig. 2 and Col. 3, lines 37-39); and 
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a second stator support member or means (45) supporting the other side of the 
divided-coil type stator; wherein the divided-coil type stator, the first and second rotors 
are rotatably disposed in a concentric relationship to form a three-layer structure (Fig. 
2), and both distal ends of the respective stator cores are rigidly supported with the first 
and second stator support members or means with a given equal distance. 

Regarding claim 2, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine further comprising: a plurality of positioning projection members (43 in 
Fig. 2) which are located between the first and second stator support members and 
each of which remains between the adjacent stator cores to allow the stator cores to be 
positioned with the equal distance. 

Regarding claim 3, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine wherein each of the positioning projection members (43) has a length 
extending between the first (46) and second stator support members (45). 

Regarding claim 4, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine wherein each of the divided stator cores (21 in Fig. 8) is press fitted 
between the adjacent positioning projection members. 

Regarding claim 5, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine wherein the stator cores are integrally supported with and coupled to the 
first and second stator support members by means of a plurality of fixing pins (bolts 43 
in Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 7, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine wherein each of the first and second stator support members has a flow 
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passage (87 and 88 in Fig. 4 and the portion between bolt 43 and hole 81) for passing 
coolant medium. 

Regarding claim 9, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine wherein the first and second stator support members and the positioning 
projection members have flow passages (Fig. 2,4,5,7) to allow coolant medium to flow. 

Regarding claim 10, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine according to claim 2, wherein each of the stator coils is held in tight 
contact with adjacent surfaces of the first and second stator support members and the 
adjacent positioning projection members (inherent as can be seen in Fig. 2 and 8). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine wherein each of the stator cores has a flow passage (Fig. 7, lines 20-30) 
receiving each of fixing bolts (43) for fixing the stator cores, which is treated with a 
sealing material (jacket 80) to form a flow passage for passing coolant medium. 

Regarding claim 12, Nakano also shows a stator support structure for an electric 
rotary machine according to claim 2, wherein each of the stator cores is held in tight 
contact with the first and second stator support members and the positioning projection 
members (inherent as can be seen in Fig. 2 and 8). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

S^^?S n ?li b %°Sf ai Il? f d th ° U9h ?! inVenti0n is " 0t idsntical| y disclosed or described as set forth in 
? h 2 ° f ' h,s ™ e ' ' f the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 

TLrS S subject T 6r Sf 3 !^ 0le W0Uld have been Obvious at the time the invention was made to 

SS? ° 3ry u" *u he 3,1 10 Which said sub J' ect matter P ertains - Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakano. 

Regarding claim 6, Nakano shows all limitations of the claimed invention except 
showing a stator support structure for an electric rotary machine wherein the first and 
second stator support members are made of a material having nonmagnetic and high 
heat conducting properties. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having an ordinary skill in the art to use nonmagnetic material with 
high heat conducting properties in a cooling structure, since it has been held to be 
within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of 
its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 
125 USPQ416. 

Regarding claim 6, Nakano shows all limitations of the claimed invention except 
showing a stator support structure for an electric rotary machine wherein each of the 
positioning projection members is integrally formed with one of the stator support 
members. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having an ordinary skill in the art to have the projection members integrally formed with 
one of the stator support member, since it has been held that making an old device 
portable or movable without producing any new and unexpected result involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Lindberg, 93 USPQ 23 (CCPA 1952). 

Conclusion 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh N Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3466. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner <s 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703) 308-1371. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3431 
for regular communications and (703) 305-3431 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



1782. 




